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Letter from the President 
 
 
 

A bend in the road is not the end of the 
road…unless you fail to make the turn.  

– Author unknown 

 
 
 

During our ASIST Scholarship meeting, we all listened as the award recipients Lata-
sha, Heather and Austin shared their many “turns” in the road that they have en-
countered and the journey they took to reach and accomplish their goals.    
 
Then, guest speaker Patti Pagel of Aurora, spoke about some of her hardships and 
how we all at one point in our life have probably faced hardships.  I always thought I 
have a very privileged life but upon reflection I too recall coming face to face with 
some hardships and the journey it took to overcome them.  The difference is that I 
always had someone in my life to love, help and guide me and maybe that is why it 
did not seem like a hardship.  I feel very proud to be a member of the Milwaukee 
chapter knowing that through our commitment and advocacy of the ASIST scholar-
ship program that we are helping to make a difference in the lives of students and in 
our community.  I would again like to thank ASIST chair Rachel Adas for her leader-
ship and the entire committee for putting together a wonderful program. 
 
Next month our membership meeting will be a firm night at Johnson Controls Inc.  I 
am very excited to show you “my house”.  I hope everyone will be able to join us 
and take a tour of our campus and see sustainability in action.   
 
As the weather is looking up, it’s time to hit the golf courses AND time to get your 
foursome together for our “Swinging for Scholarships” golf outing on Thursday, 
August 11.  Our August membership meeting will also be held after the outing at the 
Ironwood golf course.  Remember, all monies raised from our golf outing fund the 
ASIST and EWISP scholarship programs.  If you don’t golf, no worries, there are 
many other opportunities available for everyone to participate in this event.      
 
Until next month, 
Rocky 
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EWI® MILWAUKEE CHAPTER NEWS AND UPDATES 

Dates to Note: 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
EWI Milwaukee Chapter has: 
 
• 38 Member Firms  
• 40 Representatives  

• 3 Lifetime Members  
• 3 Sustaining Members  

June Membership  
Meeting 

 
 

Tuesday, June 7, 2011 
5:30 PM - Networking 

6:15 PM Dinner & Program 
 

Johnson Controls, Inc.* 
5757 North Green Bay Road 

Glendale, WI 
 

*Please refer to your membership meeting 
invitation for JCI visitor requirements. 

 
Guest  Speaker:  

Dr. Mary Beth Geiser 
“Making Sense of Multitasking” 

June 14, 2011   7:30am 
Board Meeting @ Johnson Controls, Inc.  

 
July 12, 2011  5:30pm 

Monthly meeting & annual Pot Luck  
Junior Achievement BizTown  

(Please see additional information on the left) 
 

July 19, 2011  7:30am 
Board Meeting @ Johnson Controls, Inc.  

 
August 11, 2011 

Swinging for Scholarships Golf Outing 
& Membership Meeting at 5:30pm 
Ironwood Golf Course, Sussex, WI 

 
August 16, 2011  7:30am 

Board Meeting @ Johnson Controls, Inc.  
 

Click here to review past Board Meeting min-
utes 

Members are welcome to attend the Board 
Meetings.  Please contact Rocky Theisen-Kapp 
to reserve a seat.  (dates are subject  to change) 

 

 
JULY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
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Newsletter Submission Deadline: The deadline for all newsletter Submissions is the 2nd 
Thursday of the month. Please submit firm news, birthdays, promotions, etc to Jess Beyer.  

COMMITTEE NEWS ● ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Happy  
Birthday! 

 
Another year has 
come and gone; 

 
The sands of time 

keep trickling 
away. 

 
Your birthday re-

minds us to let you 
know 

 
We’re thankful for 

you each and 
every day. 

 

 Mary Herauf 
June 15th 

 Sharon 

Fryjoff 

June 24th 

Herauf 

June
 15th Tracy 

Loken 

Weber 

June
 21st 

 Jane Lawler 
June 30th 

If it’s important to you, it’s important to us.  
Please be sure to share news about yourself or your fellow EWI chapter members.  

Our Caring and Sharing Committee is looking to spread the news.  
 
 

Please contact Debbie Knepke  
at 414-273-7887  

so we can show our support. 

 Famous people you  
share a birthday with! 

 
June 15th 
Helen Hunt 

Co-star to Paul Riser in 
“Mad About You” 

 
June 21st 

Prince Charles 
Prince Charles and Princess 

Diana’s heir to the British 
throne 

 
June 24th 

Sherry Stringfield 
TV Actress with roles on 
Guilding Light and ER 

 
June 30th 

Michael Phelps 
Swimmer won eight gold 

medals at the Beijing 2008 
Olympics 
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2011 ASIST At-A-Glance 
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Chair: 
Rachel Adas 

Krause Funeral 
Home 

Cortney Ewald-
Ihde 

Ewald Automotive 
Group 

Bonnie Gomer 
Metro Milwaukee 

Association of 
Commerce 

Loren Skerencak 
The Krizek Group 

Debbie Knepke 
Nonprofit Center 
of Milwaukee, Inc 

Karen Pelcynski 
Briggs & Stratton 

Corporation 

 

The Adult Students in Scholastic Transition Pro-
gram (ASIST) provides financial support to adult 
students at transitional points their lives. Appli-
cants may be single parents, individuals just en-
tering the workforce or displaced workers. Three 
ASIST scholarships are awarded—$3,000 to the 
first place finalist, $2,000 to the second and 
$1000 to the third. 
 
EWI of Milwaukee hosted its annual ASIST 
Scholarship Awards Dinner at Aloft on May 3, 
2011. The event welcomed the scholarship final-
ists, the finalists’ supportive guests, ASIST judges, 
and guest speaker. 

From the left: 
Rocky Theisen-Kapp, Johnson Controls (Chapter Presi-
dent), David Zych, The Krizek Group (Judge), Latasha 
Young (Finalist), Heather Monroe (Finalist), Austin 
Boechler (Finalist), Rachel Adas, Krause Funeral Home 
(ASIST Chair) 

Thank you to the ASIST Committee 
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2011 ASIST 

Thank you to the following firms for their 
special donations for the ASIST event: 

 
Building Efficiency Group-JCI 

Building Services, Inc. (BSI) 
Charter Manufacturing Co. 
Ewald Automotive Group 

FedEx Smartpost 
Go Airport Connection 

Indiana Insurance 
Johnson Controls 

Krause Funeral Homes 
Major League Baseball 

Mary Kay Cosmetics 
Prescott Miller Jewelers 

Riteway Bus Services, Inc. 
SalesSmith Inc. 

UW-Milwaukee College of Nursing 
We Energies 

Wildtree 
YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee 

Latasha Young, first place finalist, dis-
cusses the winding road to her edification. 

Heather Monroe, second 
place finalist shares her 

education journey. 

Austin Boechler, third place 
finalist, tells the story of his 
trials and tribulations of a 

broken path to higher educa-
tion. 

Guest and Rocky Theisen-Kapp, Johnson 
Controls pause to share a smile with the 

Milwaukee in the background at the 
beautiful Aloft Hotel. 

Guest Speaker 
Patti Pagel 

Senior Service Program Coordinator 
Aurora Health Care 

Debbie Knepke 
Nonprofit Center of Milwau-

kee, Inc. 
Providing the event invocation 

Instruction ends in the school-room,  

but education ends only with life. 

- Frederick W.Robertson 
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More on ASIST... 

Celebrating with the EWI Milwaukee ASIST Finalists May 3, 2011 at Aloft Downtown Milwaukee 
 
EWI Milwaukee’s ASIST program was established in 1992 to provide financial support to adult stu-
dents in a variety of transitional situations. The ASIST committee received a total of 22 applications 
from students currently attending various local colleges and universities. The applications are reviewed 
by the selected Judges and three finalists are then chosen. 
 
The 2011 third place finalist is Austin Boechler who will receive $1,000. Austin is currently attending 
UWM and will graduate May, 2014 with a degree in fine art. Heather Monroe is the second place 
finalist who will receive $2,000 to use towards her tuition at UWM. She will graduate in Fall 2013 with 
a pre-medicine major and chemistry minor. The first place finalist, Latasha Young, will receive $3,000. 
Latasha will graduate from Bryant & Stratton College in August, 2011 with a degree in business ad-
ministration. 
 
The Judges for the scholarship program have various backgrounds. Amy Gigure provided her exper-
tise from the educational realm to participate as a judge. Amy is a teacher and reading specialist with 
the Glendale-River Hills School District. Dave Zych, Associate Financial Representative, of the Krizek 
Group volunteered his time to review applications. In addition, the ASIST Chair, Rachel Adas, brought 
another prospective to the application process. Rachel is a Funeral Director with Krause Funeral Homes. 
 
The ASIST program not only provides for a challenging application process for applicants, but also for 
the committee. In addition to the Judges for the program, the committee puts together a wonderful eve-
ning for celebrating the scholarship awards and the accomplishments of the finalists. 
 
Thank you to Rachel Adas and her committee for their dedication and creation of a memorable event 
for the scholarship recipients, members and guests. A special thank you to the event guest speaker, 
Patti Pagel, who donated her speaker honorarium back to the ASIST scholarship fund. 
 
EWI Milwaukee ASIST program is made possible by the annual golf outing, Swinging for Scholarships. 
Please share the enclosed information about the outing with friends and colleagues so that EWI Mil-
waukee is able to continue providing assistance to students in transition. 
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FIRM NEWS ● ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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FIRM NEWS ● ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

2011 WISCONSIN BEER LOVERS FESTIVAL 

The Ultimate Fathers Day gift to celebrate the Fathers, 
Husbands, Grandfathers, Brothers and Uncles in your 
Life on Fathers Day weekend….the 2011 Wisconsin 
Beer Lovers Festival, Saturday, June 18, 1 to 5 pm at 
the Bayshore Town Center, Glendale, WI. 

The Wisconsin Beer Lovers Festival is the premiere all 
Wisconsin craft beer and tasting festival, featuring 30 
breweries paired with local chefs to create a unique, 
upscale, food pairing experience.   Tickets cost $35 
per person before June 1,  $40 until June 17 and $45 
the day of the event, giving beer enthusiasts admis-
sion to the event, a souvenir beer glass and unlimited 
sampling of more than 100 Wisconsin beers and com-
plimentary food pairings from more than a dozen 
area restaurants. People must be 21 years of age or 
older to attend and photo ID will be required. A por-
tion of the proceeds will benefit the Bayshore Commu-
nity Foundation. 

In addition, the first 750 people through the gate will 
receive a FREE Summerfest Big Bang Opening Day 
ticket for Wednesday, June 29. 

For more information go to 
www.WIBeerLoversFest.com.  

 
 
 
 
Event planning provided by  
EWI Member: 
Kat Hughes of REL:EVENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Corporate Responsibility Magazine Ranks 
Johnson Controls First in 100 Top U.S. Corpo-

rate Citizens List  
 
MILWAUKEE, March 4, 2011 /PRNewswire/ -- Johnson 
Controls (NYSE: JCI) today announced its first-place ranking 
in Corporate Responsibility Magazine's 12th annual "100 
Best Corporate Citizens List". The company ranked first 
based on its performance in seven key areas: Environment, 
climate change, human rights, philanthropy, employee rela-
tions, financial and governance.  
 
"Corporate Responsibility Magazine's first-place ranking of 
our company recognizes our long-standing commitment to 
corporate responsibility," said Stephen A. Roell, chairman 
and chief executive officer of Johnson Controls. "We are 
honored to be recognized as a leader in this area and con-
gratulate all of the companies named to this list. We are 
proud of our employees, who bring the spirit and focus of 
CR Magazine's criteria for this ranking to their work every 
day. We applaud our employees' dedication to our values, 
which govern their interactions with all of our stakeholders 
and underscore our commitment to the environment, human 
rights and the communities where our employees live and 
work."  
 
According to Elliot Clark, CEO of SharedXpertise Media, 
which publishes CR Magazine and produces the Commit!
Forum, "This is the 12th annual CR Magazine '100 Best Cor-
porate Citizens List' and we are gratified to see that once 
again, the overall average of the 100 Best Corporate Citi-
zens in the Russell 1000 improved year over year from 
2010. This demonstrates the continuing commitment on the 
part of these companies to better transparency, accountabil-
ity and citizenship practices."  
 
The "100 Best Corporate Citizens List" was first published in 
1999 in Business Ethics Magazine, and has been managed 
by CRO and Corporate Responsibility Magazine since 2007. 
In order to compile the list, every company in the Russell 
1000, the highest ranked stocks in the Russell 3000 Index of 
publicly held U.S. companies, is ranked according to over 
342 data points of information. The methodology for gener-
ating the list is governed by a Methodology Committee of the 
Corporate Responsibility Officers Association (CROA). 
 
 
EWI Member 
Rocky Theisen-Kapp 
Johnson Controls, Inc. 
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FIRM NEWS ● ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Father’s Day June 19, 2011 

It’s not just for women any more! 
 

Find everything a man needs to be perfectly groomed. Mary Kay men’s products include skin care 
targeted to combat and help prevent the signs of aging, a shave foam that provides the smoothest 

shave, sun care products that protect and replenish his skin and a selection of colognes created just 
for him. 

 
Contact Donna Munnik to place your order for that special man in your life for Father’s Day. 

 
Call or  click to shop: 

(414) 423-0224 
website  

Consider The Flower Lady for you gift giving this Father’s Day. Not only are there items for purchase on 
her website, but also great gifts inside her gift shop. Be sure to stop by to see the handsome offerings by 

The Flower Lady. 

 

 

1460 Underwood Ave 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

414-259-0999 or  866-259-0999 

  

We may not shower him with praise 
Nor mention his name in song, 

And sometimes it seems that we forget 
The joy he spreads as he goes along, 

But it doesn’t mean that we don’t know 
The wonderful role that he has had. 
And away down deep in every heart 
There’s a place that is just for Dad… 

 
    Author Unknown 
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Swinging For Scholarships 
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Swinging For Scholarship—Registration Form 
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Golf Outing Promotion from Ewald Automotive 

Each golfer playing in EWI’s Swinging for Scholar-
ships event will be extended a personal invitation to 
visit an Ewald dealership to test drive a Chevy and 

receive a $50 Callaway Golf gift card. 
 
 

In order to be eligible for this giveaway, golfers must receive an invitation for the Chevy test drive at the event 
and test drive at an Ewald dealership to receive the $50 Callaway Golf gift card. 

Ewald Automotive Group  
is pleased to announce 

the new test drive  
program for  
EWI Golfers! 
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Executive Women International®     www.ewiconnect.com  

President 
Sharon Bennett  
EWI of Cincinnati  
Lifetouch  
sbennettewi@gmail.com  

Vice President /President-Elect 
Lisa Stokes  
EWI of Harrisburg  
B.R.P. Entertainment  
lstokes@brpentertainment.com  

Secretary/Treasurer 
Carolyn Woodmansee  
EWI of Spokane  
Washington Trust Bank  
cwoodmansee@watrust.com  

Retention and Recruitment 
Director  
Nancy Harrison  
EWI of Chattanooga  
nharrisonewi@gmail.com  

Marketing Director  
Karen F. Skirten  
EWI of Calgary  
Tier One Travel  
kskirten@tieronetravel.com  

Professional Development Director  
Ronwyn Anderson  
EWI of Nashville  
Soft-Lite Windows, LLC  
Ronwyn@soft-lite.com 

Chapter Development Director 
Kerry Feltenberg  
EWI of Phoenix  
Arizona Grand Resort  
kfeltenbergewi@gmail.com 

Advisor 
Judy Russell  
EWI of Tulsa  
ONEOK, Inc.  
Judy.russellewi@gmail.com  

2010/2011 Corporate Board  

Corporate Office 
7414 South State Street, Midvale, UT 84047  
Toll Free 1.877.4EWI-NOW  
Phone 801.335.2800 / Fax 801.335.2852    

 
EWI Announcement – 2011 LCAM Keynote 

Speaker: Jon Gordon 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

September 22-24, 2011 
 

The Corporate Board is proud to announce Jon Gordon as the Keynote Speaker to open the 
Friday, September 23, session of the 2011 Leadership Conference and Annual Meeting. 

Jon Gordon’s best-selling books and talks have inspired readers and audiences around the 
world. His principles have been put to the test by numerous NFL, NBA, and college coaches 
and teams, Fortune 500 companies, school districts, hospitals, and non-profits. 

He is the author of The Wall Street Journal bestseller The Energy Bus, The No Complaining 
Rule, Training Camp, The Shark and The Goldfish, Soup: A Recipe to Nourish Your Team 
and Culture, and his latest book The Seed: Finding Purpose and Happiness in Life and 
Work. Jon and his tips have been featured on The Today Show, CNN, Fox and Friends and 
in numerous magazines and newspapers. His clients include The Atlanta Falcons, Campbell 
Soup, Wells Fargo, State Farm, Novartis, Bayer and more. 

Visit Jon Gordon at his website to learn more: http://jongordon.com/ 

 

 

 

 

VISION 
To be the leading connection for business 
professionals. 

EWI® MI S S I O N  A N D  V I S I O N  

MISSION 
Executive Women International® is an 
organization which brings together key 
individuals from diverse businesses for the 
purpose of: 

• Promoting member firms 
• Enhancing personal and professional  
 development, and 
• Encouraging community involvement 
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Ignite  
others to see the need for 

change!  
~ Cathy Holloway Hill 

 
These events can be shared 

with your friends and co-
workers.  

Professional Development 

Dates to Note that will enhance  
your EWI Membership! 

 
Watch for your Corporate Connect  
emails to register for these events: 

 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Professional Development Webinar 
"Building Connections" with Rhonda Bannard 

 
Tuesday, July 12, 2011 

Professional Development Webinar 
“Generational Communication” with Anna Li-

otta (LCAM 2010 Presenter) 
 

Thursday, August 11, 2011 
Professional Development Webinar 

"Presentation Skills" Part 2 with Lori Giovan-
noni 

 
September 22-24, 2011 

SAVE THE DATE! 
64th LCAM in Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 
September 13-15, 2012 

SAVE THE DATE! 
65th LCAM in Dallas, Texas 

Did you miss the real thing? 
Watch the recording! Use the links 

below to watch the  
recorded webinar and download 

the course materials. 

Professional Development Webinar 
"Emotional Intelligence" 
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2011 

Presenter: Cathy Holloway Hill 
(2010 LCAM Presenter) 
View the Recording Now! 
Webinar Slide Handouts 

Blossoming at Spring Leadership Conference in Tulsa 
 
While the weather in Tulsa was a little frightful due to twisters rolling through the state 
of Oklahoma, there were certainly plenty of distractions at the Spring Leadership Con-
ference to keep minds off the weather. 
 
Jess Beyer , The Schroeder Group, S.C., Attorneys at Law and 
Lora Burback, Oldenburg Group, weathered the storms and 
found the conference to be the much needed fertilizer for the 
seeds planted at the beginning of the board year. With many self 
help and professional sessions, attendees were sure to have 
plenty to take away from the event. 
 
On top of the educational and professional development sessions, representatives 
were able to learn more about items the corporate board has been working on. 
 
Items to look forward to from Corporate:  
• Enhanced website for chapters and members 
• Social networking tools betweens chapters 
• New branding items provided to chapters 
 
Stay tuned for more communications from Corporate to 
help grow your seeds of involvement in EWI! 
 

Lora Burback 
Oldenburg 

Group  
Incorporated 

Jess Beyer 
The Schroeder 
Group, S.C.,  

Attorneys at Law 
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ROSTER UPDATES  
 

If you have new firm information or have a new executive, please be sure to update Mary Burns at 
mary.burns@mlb.com  to ensure our Roster stays up to date.  

EWI MILWAUKEE CHAPTER MEMBER FIRMS 

Member Firm Representative Member Firm Representative 

1st Choice Heating & Cooling Suzanne Ginter Mary Kay Cosmetics Donna Munnik 

Ameriprise Financial Shannon Lutze Metropolitan Milwaukee  
       Association of Commerce Bonnie Gomer 

Badger Meter Inc. Mary Herauf Milwaukee Achiever Literacy  
       Services Tracy Loken Weber 

Briggs & Stratton Corporation Charlotte Caron 
Karen Pelczynski Mueller Communications Inc. Ginny Czarnecki 

Building Efficiency Group – 
JCI Pat Swilley New Resources Consulting Sarah Wendricks 

Building Service, Inc. (BSI) Lori Torrison Nonprofit Center of Milwaukee 
Inc. Debbie Knepke 

Charter Manufacturing Lisa Fairweather Oldenburg Group Incorporated Linda Werth 
Lora Burback 

Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Sherri Povolo Olympus Group  Kathy Marchant 

Ewald Automotive Group Cortney Ewald-Ihde Prescott Miller Jewelers Kathy Schnagl 

FedEx SmartPost Stephanie LaMarque RCB Awards Cindy Denevan 

Fitness Advantage Trainer Jaime Wooten REL:EVENT Meeting and Event 
Solutions Kat Hughes 

Flower Lady  
      – Fine Flowers & Gifts Deb Karpfinger Riteway Bus Service, Inc.  Rochelle Bast 

Fuchs Business Solutions Inc. Jane Lawler SalesSmith Inc.  Mary Caye Smith 

Heritage Printing  Lisa Cohen The Schroeder Group, S.C.,  
      Attorneys at Law Jessica Beyer 

Indiana Insurance Cindy Kunze United Way of Greater Milwaukee Sue Brown 

Johnson Controls Roxane Theisen-Kapp UW-Milwaukee College of Nursing Julie Frey 

Krause Funeral Home &  
              Cremation Services Rachel Adas We Energies Sharon Fryjoff 

The Krizek Group Loren Skerencak Wildtree Lyn Woppert 

 
Major League Baseball 
 

Mary Burns YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee Yili Cao 
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http://www.indiana-ins.com/omapps/ContentServer?pagename=IndianaInsurance/Views/IndianaInsurance�
http://www.unitedwaymilwaukee.org/�
http://www.johnsoncontrols.com/publish/us/en.html�
http://www4.uwm.edu/nursing/�
http://www.krausefuneralhome.com/�
http://www.krausefuneralhome.com/�
http://www.krausefuneralhome.com/�
http://www.krausefuneralhome.com/�
http://www.krausefuneralhome.com/�
http://www.we-energies.com/�
http://www.nmfn.com/krizekgroup?Page=ProfilePage�
http://www.mywildtree.com/29245/�
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/official_info/about_mlb/�
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/official_info/about_mlb/�
http://www.ymcamke.org�
jab
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